[Maternal mortality in Guinea: magnitude and perspectives].
In recent years maternal mortality in developing countries has become a public health priority for international organizations. However, measuring the true magnitude of this problem is the subject of much methodological debate. In less than a century, the rate of maternal mortality in most industrialized countries has decreased one hundred-fold. In contrast, the rate remains very high in most developing countries, particularly in Africa. In this article based on the studies conducted in Guinea we review various operational proposals which may contribute to improving maternal health and reducing maternal morbidity and mortality, with particular reference to the work of the French speaking organization "Santé Maternelle Internationale".